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Welcome to the first ever Canadian Islet Research and Training Network ï Reseau de 

Recherche et Formation sur les Ilots du Canada (CIRTN-R2FIC) National Meeting!  

 

The past two years have seen the birth and growth of our network, and we are very excited for 

this opportunity to come together as a community in-person for the first time to connect, 

network, and share the exciting work that we are all doing. We are absolutely delighted to see 

so many established and budding islet biologists make the trek to Calgary from all over Canada. 

We have attendees from over 10 universities/research institutes and 5 provinces. Over the next 

two days, you can look forward to a fascinating keynote lecture from the esteemed Dr. Barbara 

Corkey (Boston), 40 outstanding trainee presentations, mentorship and skill-development 

workshops, fun networking opportunities, and exciting science across the spectrum of islet 

biology and diabetes research and care.  

 

Importantly, an event like this is made possible by the contributions and hard work of many 

people and organizations. First and foremost we would like to thank our financial partners and 

sponsors (see pg. 7 for details) for making this meeting possible and allowing us to provide 

important incentives and perks to maximize our trainee involvement in this event.  

 

We would also like to give special recognition to the CIRTN-R2FIC National Meeting Planning 

Committee (Pg. 5), who worked hard to plan the events of these two days, as well as integrate 

our event into the ULTRA Scientists Day (formerly the Diabetes Action Canada Trainee Day) 

and into the Diabetes Canada Professional Conference. The partnerships with these 

organizations/meetings deepen our learning experiences and expand the horizons of our 

network.  

 

Finally, as an unofficial (and pandemic-delayed) kick-off for our network, we feel we should take 

this opportunity to also recognize that our network and this meeting wouldnôt be possible without 

the hard work of the core CIRTN-R2FIC committees, including the Strategic Planning 

Committee (led by Dr. Vincent Poitout), the EDI Committee (led by Drs. Elizabeth Rideout and 

Gareth Lim), the Mentorship Committee (led by Dr. Mathieu Ferron) and the Trainee Volunteer 

Group (led by Noa Gang). Please see a full list of these committees in the pages below. We 

would also like to recognize Drs. Erin Mulvihill and Rob Screaton for their contributions to the 

development and implementation of our first-ever national graduate course in Islet Biology. In 

2023 this course is going into its 3rd successful year and it has become a cornerstone of our 

training program.  

 

We urge you to take a moment to check out the individuals involved in these committees, either 

in this program or on our website (islets.ca ï thanks to Dr. Bruce Verchere for donating this 

awesome domain name!), and take the time to thank them over the next couple of days as you 

interact with them.  

 

https://islets.ca/
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With all of that said, HAVE FUN, LEARN LOTS, and most importantly MAKE CONNECTIONS! 

 
Sincerely,  
 

The CIRTN-R2FIC Leadership Group: 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Canadian Islet Research and Training Network (CIRTN) was established in 2020 by joint 
contributions from the University of Alberta, University of British Columbia, University of 
Manitoba, Université de Montréal, Insitut de reserches cliniques de Montréal, and the University 
of Toronto. CIRTN-R2FIC now includes over 50 laboratories across the country and more than 200 
associated researchers and staff engaged in the study of the pancreatic islets of Langerhans.  
 
Islets are micro-organs that produce insulin and other important endocrine hormones which help 
the body maintain normal blood sugar levels. Loss of islet cells, or impairment in their function, 
is a hallmark feature of diabetes. Notably, over 100 years ago insulin was discovered in Canada, 
changing the global landscape of diabetes research and treatment. CIRTN-R2FIC seeks to build 
ǳǇƻƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƛǎƭŜǘ ōƛƻƭƻƎȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 
information and ideas with in-person and virtual scientific meetings, by enhancing mentorship 
and trainee career development, and by promoting engagement and collaboration amongst islet 
researchers in Canada and worldwide. We are committed to developing approaches to 
knowledge mobilization and engagement across Canada in a manner that fosters equity, 
diversity, and inclusivity. 
 
  

 

 

Patrick MacDonald (Chair; University of Alberta; ADI) 
Jenny Bruin (Carleton University) 
Christine Doucette (University of Manitoba, DREAM) 
Jennifer Estall (Université de Montréal; IRCM) 
Jonathan Rocheleau (University of Toronto; BBDC) 
Bruce Verchere (University of British Columbia; BCCHR) 
Rob Screaton (University of Toronto, Sunnybrook Research Institute; former member) 
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Vincent Poitout (Chair; Université de Montréal; CRCHUM) 
Francis Lynn (University of British Columbia; BCCHR) 
Erin Mulvihill (University of Ottawa) 
Elizabeth Rideout (University of British Columbia) 
Peter Thompson (University of Manitoba) 
Noa Gang (Trainee Representative; Carleton University) 
 
 
 
Gareth Lim (Co-Chair; Université de Montréal; CRCHUM) 
Elizabeth Rideout (Co-Chair; University of British Columbia) 
Tina Dafoe (University of Alberta) 
Chris Peacocke (University of Alberta) 
Cara Ellis (University of Alberta) 
So-Yoo Won (University of Toronto) 
Jasmine Maghera (University of Alberta) 
Taylor Morriseau (University of Manitoba; former member) 
Tamadher Alghamdi (former member) 
 
 
 

 
Mathieu Ferron (Université de Montréal) 
Jenny Bruin (Carleton University) 
Andrew Pepper (University of Alberta) 
Emily Hoffman (York University) 
Nivedita Seshadri (University of Manitoba; former member) 
 
 

 
Noa Gang (Lead; Carleton University) 
Hui Huang (University of Alberta) 
So-Yoo Won (University of Toronto) 
Emily Hoffman (York University) 
Jana Palaniyandi (Carleton University) 
Roozbeh Akbari Motlagh (University of Alberta) 
 

Previous Trainee Volunteers: 
Daemon Cline (University of British Columbia) 
Nivedita Seshadri (University of Manitoba) 
Tamadher Alghamdi 
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Christine Doucette (Chair; University of Manitoba; DREAM) 
Chris Peacocke (CIRTN-R2FIC Administrative Coordinator) 
Jean Buteau (University of Alberta; ADI) 
Jennifer Estall (Université de Montréal; IRCM) 
Carol Huang (University of Calgary) 
Gareth Lim (Université de Montréal; CRCHUM) 
Erin Mulvihill (University of Ottawa; Ottawa Heart Institute) 
Cristina Nostro (University of Toronto; BBDC) 
Andrew Pepper (University of Alberta; ADI) 
Peter Light (University of Alberta; ADI) 
Jonathan Rocheleau (University of Toronto; BBDC) 
Mark Ungrin (University of Calgary) 
Bruce Verchere (University of British Columbia; BCCHR) 
 

 
 
Erin Mulvihill, (University of Ottawa; Ottawa Heart Institute) 
Robert Screaton (Sunnybrook Research Institute; University of Toronto; BBDC) 
Carrie Harber (University of Toronto, administrative support) 
Chris Peacocke (University of Alberta, administrative support)  
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Dr. Barbara E. Corkey is Professor Emeritus of Medicine and Biochemistry 
at Boston University School of Medicine. Dr. Corkey has been a leader in 
the fields of islet biology, diabetes and obesity research for over 50 years. 
She was the Zoltan Kohn Professor of Medicine and Vice Chair for 
Research in the Department of Medicine at Boston University and has 
published ~200 related publications with 40 years of continuous 
government research support. Finally, Dr. Corkey has received numerous 
esteemed honors including the NIH MERIT Award, National Honorary 
Membership in Iota Sigma Pi, the National Honor Society of Women in 
Chemistry, Women in Science Lecturer at the Boston Museum of Science, 
the George Bray Founders Award of the Obesity Society, the Charles H. 
Best Lectureship and Award from the University of Toronto and the 
Banting Medal for Scientific Achievement from the American Diabetes Association.   

 
 
 
 
CIRTN-R2FIC has decided to recognize two exceptional CIRTN-R2FIC members, one PI and one non-PI, at 
the National Meeting for their outstanding contributions to mentorship and training within the network 
over the past year. Each awardee has a demonstrated track record of exemplary mentorship, including: 
fostering supportive research and learning environments, supporting mentee skill development, 
encouraging intellectual, creative and professional growth, facilitating mentee opportunities and successes 
and a demonstrated commitment to the principals of equity, diversity and inclusivity in our research 
community.  
 

The PI Mentorship AǿŀǊŘ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻΧΦ 
 

Patrick completed his BSc at the University of Western Ontario in 1998 and 
his PhD at the University of Toronto under the supervision of Dr. Michael 
Wheeler in 2003. Following this, Patrick spent time as a postdoctoral fellow 
in the group led by Dr. Patrik Rorsman, first in Sweden and then in the UK. 
In 2006, he was recruited back to Canada to set up his lab within the Alberta 
Diabetes Institute and Department of Pharmacology at the University of 
Alberta. In Edmonton, Patrick works with many outstanding team members 
at all career stages, who are focused on understanding the cell physiology 
of the islet cells. His team also runs the Alberta Diabetes Institute IsletCore, 

which is a biobank that provides research islets to groups across Canada and around the world. 

 
The non-PI Leadership Awardee has been selected and will be announced and recognized during 
the Day 1 program of the National Meeting. Stay tuned! 
 
Thank you to everyone who submitted nominations for these awards. 
 




